
Question: In which of these 

countries would you find 

Muslims?

Zimbabwe

United Kingdom 

Egypt 

France 

Canada 

South Africa 

Saudia Arabia 



Answer: All of them

Zimbabwe Less than 1%

United Kingdom 2.7%

Egypt 90%

France 5-10%

Canada 1.9%

South Africa 1.5%

Saudia Arabia 100%



Most Popular religions in the 

world based on estimated number of followers:

1. Christians (2.2 billion)

2. Muslims (1.6 billion)

3. Hindus (1.1 billion)

4. Buddhists (535 million)

5. Sikhs (27 million)

6. Jews (15 million)



The 

Five 

Pillars 

of 

Islam



The first pillar

‘Shahadah’

The declaration of faith.

Believing and saying the words… 

‘There is no god except Allah, 

Muhammad is the messenger of Allah’



The second pillar

‘Salah’

Praying everyday

A Muslim may pray at anytime of the day, 

but salah is the five set times during the day 

that they must pray.  These prayers are said 

in Arabic.  Muslims kneel on a special mat 

and use a compass so that they can pray in 

the direction of their holy city, Makkah.  

Muslims must wash carefully and cover their 

heads before they pray



The third pillar

‘Zakah’

Donating money

Muslims are expected to give away 

money to charity.  This may go 

towards building a new hospital, or 

to help the poor and needy.  This is 

an offering to Allah.



The fourth pillar

‘Sawm’

Fasting during Ramadan.

The month of Ramadan is the time 

when Muslims try their best to live 

better lives and to read the Qur’an 

regularly  During Ramadan Muslims 

fast during the daylight hours.



The fifth pillar

‘Hajj’

Going on a pilgrimage

Muslims must visit the holy city 

of Makkah, in Arabia, at least 
once in their lifetime.



The 5 Pillars of Islam

• Shahadah (Creed) To testify that Allah alone is worthy of 
worship and Muhammad (peace be upon Him) is His final 
Messenger

• Salaah (Prayer) Muslims pray 5 times a day daily

• Sawm (Fasting) Muslims fast for 29/30 days and have nothing to 
eat between sunrise & sunset

• Zakaah (Alms giving) Muslims are supposed to give a fixed 
proportion of their savings (2.5%) for endeavours such as helping 

the poor. In this way, their wealth is “made pure”

• Hajj (Pilgrimage) Muslims make a visit to the House of Allah in 
Makkah, once in a life time if one can afford in doing so
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Questions for discussion

• How many pillars do Muslims try to act upon?
• What is the Muslim word for God?
• Who do Muslims believe was the last messenger of 

God?
• How many times each day should Muslims pray?
• What language do Muslims use during prayer?
• What do Muslims do before they pray?
• In which direction do Muslims face when they pray?
• What word is used for giving away savings for good 

purposes?  
• During which month do Muslims fast?
• Where do Muslims go on pilgrimage?


